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Audience in Perth Concert Hall
© Fraser Band

ENERGISING ITMAGINATION

Central to local cultural life for over 120 years,

create life affirming, shared experiences in the
%’ i performing arts that ignite the imagination and make living more
:_ gt ”ﬂm “*"‘ﬂ : 7 meaningful. Our world-class venues, award-winning programming
i | | and inclusive Learning & Engagement projects play an essential role
in stimulating positive wellbeing within the communities we serve,
benefitting the local economy and raising the profile of

the area.

it was a decision maker for me moving to Perth...
when | saw that it actually had a theatre and concert hall

Audience Member
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Jack And The Beanstalk, 2022
© Mihaela Bodlovic

ENERGISING IMAGINATION

Founded in 1900, Perth Theatre established Scotland’s
oldest repertory theatre company in 1935. Following a
three-year period of restoration and redevelopment,

it reopened in 2017. The transformed venue houses a
traditional Victorian auditorium, studio theatre, dedicated
community rooms, café, and spacious and welcoming
public areas. Alongside our successful programme of
own-produced and touring theatre as well as our joyous
annual panto, we support the country’s theatre ecology
by providing talent development opportunities for

early career artists, as well as research, rehearsal, and

performance spaces for non-building-based companies.

‘the most blooming magical, inclusive,

theatre experience for everyone ’

Perthshire Advertiser on Jack And The Beanstalk
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Don Quixote, 2022
© Tommy Ga-Ken Wan

ENERGISING ITMAGINATION

‘Perth Theatre has been so
supportive these past two years

Our annual programme builds on Perth Theatre’s heritage and profile as a in helping me develop an idea and
leading producing house. We create three in-house productions - one summer
commission, a community show and panto - plus two co-productions with
national partners, one spring and one autumn. We actively explore touring
opportunities for all productions, working closely with Scottish, UK-wide and

international theatres individually and collectively.

bring it to a full length play )

Anita Vettesse, playwright

As a place for playwrights to develop their craft, Perth Theatre supports
future talent by commissioning mainstage and studio productions by new and
emerging writers as well as offering residency opportunities and specialist
services to visiting artists.

Developed and implemented in response to audience demand, our newly
revived Perth Theatre Season Subscription is the lynchpin between in-house
programming and toured-in work. Every six-months, it features one in-house/
co-production and four touring shows including a classic, comedy, musical,
new writing and whodunnit across all Theatre spaces.

Our Theatre Programine
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Nicola Benedetti and the SCO, 2022
© lan Potter

ENERGISING IMAGINATION

Devised as part of the city’s millennium celebrations, and opened in
2005, Perth Concert Hall is a modern and elegant space that houses

a diverse programme of concerts, performances, talks, competitions,
and events. Boasting an acoustically acclaimed auditorium, plus elegant

studio space and flexible meeting rooms, it has: established itself as a

go-to venue for major music and comedy tours; become an exclusive
second home for Scotland's national orchestras, and secured its place

as a firm favourite on the conference circuit.

Perth Concert Hall’s beautiful acoustic
and excellent piano make it one of the best
concert venues in the UK

Steven Osborne, pianist
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The African Music Experience with Ccippo, 2023

ENERGISING ITMAGINATION

‘great venue and great stage
Our reputation as investors in classical music has gone

from strength-to-strength. We continue to introduce
audiences to classical music exclusives through
new relationships with emerging artists and presenting
established ensembles and companies from both at
home and overseas. We curate our two unique series —
Lunchtime Concerts and Classical Stars — and work in
partnership with Scotland’s national orchestras to
present our annual Perth Concert Series.

setup for live bands )

Audience Member,
Joan Knight Studio Sessions

In parallel, we deliver a commercial programme of touring rock, pop, ;
and acoustic music, plus comedy and other events including dance and »;
talks. Our Joan Knight Studio Sessions specifically showcase local bands
taking their first steps and support mid-career jazz and traditional music
artists on the Scottish touring circuit. Highlights include Bohemian Monk
Machine, Cassani / Campbell, Helena Kay, Longstay, The New Madrids,
Parliamo, Ross & Ali and Katie Whittaker.
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Learning & Engagement is at the heart of everything we do. It is the primary
pathway to developing audiences and will continue to inform our
programming. We believe that participation in creativity has a vital role to play
in supporting individual and community resilience in a fast and ever-changing
world. It provides us with the very tools to understand and reflect on our lives
and those of others.

We are home to Perth Youth Theatre, the oldest dedicated youth theatre in
Scotland and we hold regular drama, song and music workshops for
young people.

Beyond creative learning, we champion the further benefits the
performing arts bring to people’s health and wellbeing. Dance
for Parkinson's and Scottish Ballet's Elevate provide physical,
mental and social support for people living with Parkinson's and
Multiple Sclerosis. Our Mindspace creative writing workshops
and My Story, My Stage project give an outlet to those with mental
health conditions. We are also home to PKAVS Carer's Choir and
Vocal Chord, supporting those with chronic health conditions
through singing, in partnership with NHS Tayside.
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/ H'\_ Perth Youth Theatre’s Brainstorm, 2023
1t © Lydia Smith

I have been able to work with amazing
directors that have let me explore my

acting abilities

Perth Youth Theatre Member




Gig On A Truck, 2022
© lan Potter

ENERGISING IMAGINATION

this was a roaring success
with lots of new faces from the

community coming along to

Initially developed to combat isolation during lockdown, our award-winning
Gig On A Truck is a portable stage bringing shared connection through music ! ™ enjoy the entertainment, make
to thousands in schools, care homes and communities, with free gigs by local [ i :
bands and singers. Now exploring Theatre in community settings, we are
developing and programming a new, complementary series of PT Pop-ups
featuring graduating members of Perth Youth Theatre as well as known faces
from the local acting community.

the most of the weather and

These music and theatre projects are the focal point of a new, year-round
strand of site-specific work. Following our autumn 2023 partnership with
Tangled Feet Theatre, we are evolving our approach to include a site-specific
classical music performance in every spring season, followed by Gig On A
Truck and PT Pop-ups getting out-and-about over the summer months, then a
site-specific theatre performance every autumn.

Our Outreach
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In Conversation With..., 2023
© lan Potter

The auditorium looked amazing,
the food was delicious and plentiful
and the sound, lighting etc. was
excellent too. All of this trumped
by the staff who helped make the
event a success on the day.
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ENERGISING IMAGINATION

We offer some of the most exceptional conferencing and events spaces
businesses can encounter anywhere in the UK. Perth Concert Hall's Gannochy
Auditorium is equipped with several flexible staging configurations meaning
we can accommodate theatre style presentations and host events from gala
dinners to award ceremonies and offer a significant flat-floor exhibition area
for trade fairs. An additional range of variously sized rooms in the Concert
Hall and Theatre offers suitable spaces for smaller meetings, breakouts and
corporate events, all with appropriate infrastructure and technical expertise.

In an unparalleled escape from the corporate confines of the boardroom, our
Page to Stage project provides fun, energetic and participatory sessions for
business users: teams can become a theatre company or a band for the day;
writing and rehearsing their own short play or song, and performing them on
one of our stages by the end of their session.

ncing & Events
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Gig On A Truck, 202

© lan Potte
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In 2022/23, we celebrated our most successful year ever, achieving:
= An Economic Impact of £16 miIIion;

- 133,000+ attendances across 934 cultural events;

- From57% repeat and 43 % first time bookers;

= 62% were residents of Perth & Kinross;

= 11% were from the most deprived areas in Scotland;

= plus, 13,600 delegates across 75 conferences and other events.

16/17



Chaos, Perth Youth Theatre 2022
© Alastair More

ENERGISING ITMAGINATION

‘I have seen hugely increased

levels-of engagement from ' In 2022/23, our Learning & Engagement team worked with participants of all

specific children who would ages and across diverse backgrounds, benefitting:

normally refuse to participate in = 13,400 children and young people:
any drama or music activities ) = 43% from the most deprived areas in Scotland;
ToiEnE = 16% with mental health conditions;

@ | | S R = 6% with mental or physical impairments;
| , I A m B = and 1% who were young carers.
= 5,200 adult learners:

= 23% with chronic health conditions;

= 17 % with mental or physical impairments;

11% from the immigrant, refugee or asylum populations;

11% with mental health conditions;

= and 9% who were carers.
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Isata Kanneh-Mason
© Robin Clewley

ENERGISING IMAGINATION

distinguish the city from

inclusive and meaningful, agile and sustainable, engendering a sense of others
connectedness and community spirit by involving artists and audiences at every
stage of the creative journey.

Our vision for Perth Theatre and Concert Hall's artistic offer is one that is

Audience Member

Upcoming Theatre highlights include a bold new Perth Theatre presentation of
Morag Fullarton’s Casablanca and community productions involving our engaged
and enthusiastic local casts, and we will continue emerging themes of music and
mystery with Gabriel Quigley’s There’s A Place and Anita Vettesse's FAITH.

A Ghost Story.

We will expand on our programme of Studio Sessions for musicians by offering
recording opportunities for emerging local bands and accordionist Ryan Corbett will
undertake a residency to develop a new participatory dance performance of works
by Piazzolla.

Across music and theatre, we are evolving our residency model beyond
traditional rehearsal and development periods. Over intensive six-month to
annual cycles, emerging artists will receive the opportunity to learn

from our in-house teams to share and expand their practice.

The next three-years will see a minimum of 18 emerging artists

benefit from these opportunities. | = | ) r
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In April 2023, we launched our new Inclusion, Diversity, Equality &
Accessibility (IDEA) Strategy; cementing our commitment to providing life-
enhancing experiences for everyone, whatever their age, background,
ethnicity, gender, geographical location, physical or mental ability, religion,
sexual orientation, social conditions, work or employment status. Necessarily,
our approach steps beyond the letter of the law to embrace the full spirit of
inclusivity to achieve this.

Evolving our Green Plan, sustainability efforts are well underway including
bee hives housed on the roof of Perth Theatre (with Perth & District
Beekeepers Association); our upgraded Building Management System for
Perth Concert Hall; major capital bids submitted for new LED stage lighting;
smart sockets and thermostats installed across both buildings, and replacing
all disposable cups and glasses behind our bars with re-useable plastics on a
deposit return scheme. Funds raised will contribute towards further greening
initiatives.

Our Commitment tothe |~

Murmurations, 2023
© Thomas Young Photography

( what | found more
striking was the
demographic breadth
of the audience. It
was really heartening
to see all walks of
life and all ages
represented so well,
and all seeming
to really enjoy the
work

Audience Member

Environment and IDEA
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With Thanks

Thank you to our funders, partners, stakeholders and friends:
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Alexander Moncur Trust

Allan Lindsay

Ando Glaso Collective

Angus Allnat Charitable Foundation
A.R. Forsyth

Articulate Cultural Trust

Austin & Hope Pilkington Trust
Awards for All Scotland

Bank of Scotland Foundation

The Barcapel Foundation

Baldoukie Charitable Trust

The Barbara Ward Children’s Foundation
Barry Cottam

BBC Radio 3

BBC SSO

The Binks Trust

BOOKMARK Blairgowrie Book Festival
The Boshier-Hinton Foundation
British Council

Calum Anderson

Chansons Chamber Choir
Community Mental Health

& Wellbeing Fund

Consulate General of the Republic
of Poland

The Countess Cowley

The Craignish Trust

Creative Carbon Scotland

The Cross Trust

Cryptic

Culture Perth & Kinross

Dr David Summers Charitable Trust
David Williams

Dirliebane

Doreen Saxon

Dunard Fund

Eileen Primrose

The Ellis Campbell Foundation
ESOL

Fair City Craft Beer Festival

The Foyle Foundation

Frances Farr

Friends of Bydgoszcz

Friends United Network

Flexible Workforce Development Fund
Gaelic Language Promotion Trust
Gail Wylie

Garfield Weston Foundation

The Garnett Charitable Trust

The Guildry Incorporation of Perth
The Gordon Fraser Charitable Trust
Harold & Jeanette McLennan

Sir Henry & Lady Angest

The Hugh Fraser Foundation

Sir lan & Lady Lowson

lain G. Mitchell QC

Instituto Italiano di Cultura di Edimburgo
James Watt

J. Helling

Jimmie Cairncross Charitable Trust
John Hudson

Dr John Blair

Joyce Caplan

Judith Stake

Keith & Helen Suckling

Kevin Greenhorn

Letham4All

Live Active Leisure

The MacRobert Trust

Margaret C. Bowman

Marina & David Brown

Marjorie & Ken McFarlane
Martin & Petronella Haldane
Maureen Sturrock & Bob Turner
May McLaren

M.C. Boyle

Mindspace

The Monument Trust

M.P. Simpson

The Neuk

Northwood Charitable Trust
Paths for All

Perform in Perth

Perth Amateur Operatics Society
Perth & Kinross Creative
Communities Fund

Perth Chamber Music Society
Perth Choral Society

Perth Festival of the Arts

Perth Film Society

Perth Gin

Perthshire Society of Natural Science
Perth Youth Orchestra

Peter & Betty Philip

Sir Peter Hutchison

PKAVs

Pleasance Futures

The Polish Scouts & Girl Guides
Nick Williams

Noel Coward Foundation
Northwood Charitable Trust
Raymond Ellis

The Robertson Trust

Robin & Sheila McEwan

Royal Scottish Geographical Society

Royal Scottish National Orchestra
Scottish Arts Trust

Scottish Ballet

Scottish Chamber Orchestra
Scottish Model Engineering Trust
The Scottish Music Centre
Screen Scotland

Simon Howie

Solas Festival

Stanley Development Trust
Starcatchers

Sue Hendry

Tasgadh Traditional Arts Fund
Tayside Healthcare & Arts Trust
Thomson Charitable Trust
Walter Craig Charitable Trust
The William Syson Foundation
The Wolfson Foundation
Wonder Fools

Youth Music Initiative

Youth Theatre Arts Scotland

Our Board of Trustees:

Dr Colin Hood, Chair and

Vanessa Rawlings-Jackson,

Vice Chair; Susan Adams, David Cross,
Peter Fotheringham, Clir Ken Harvey,

Clir David lllingworth, Marysia Lewis,
Gordon Macdougall, Clir lain MacPherson,
Mary Miller & Steven Stewart

and to everyone else we work with.

The Man in the Submarine, 2023
© Mihaela Bodlovic
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